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Before I studied theology I studied economics.  Some people find that a surprising combination. The study of God and the study of wealth creation are regarded as quite opposite, even antagonistic.  People remember Jesus’ saying that you cannot serve both God and money – or God and mammon.  

I prefer to regard the combination as being interesting, even creative.  The insight I have most retained from my three years of studying economics is that of the origin of wealth.  People – politicians, journalists sometimes speak or write of wealth as if it were the same things as money.  It is not. Let me give you a very simple example. If I If I were to take a £10 note and destroy it I would undoubtedly be £10 worse off.  There would be £10 worth of beefburgers or moisturizing cream that I would no longer be able to buy.  But the world as a whole would be no poorer at all. If I brought beef burgers and, instead of eating them destroyed them then the world would be poorer.  But if I destroy my £10 note then all that happens is that someone else gets the beef burgers.  

The real wealth is the beef burger. And if we follow the creation of the beef burger back to its origins we find just two sources of wealth:  natural resources – in the case of the beef burger a cow and the land it fed on; and human labour.  This is one of the greatest insights of economics – that the only wealth we possess is the earth and our own work.

As Christians we should not be surprised to find that this is recognized at the very start of the scriptures;


In the beginning God created heaven and earth.









Genesis 1:1

That is to say all wealth comes from God. The Book Genesis goes on to describe how God created every single part of the universe – land, sea, sun, moon, plants animals and ultimately us, human beings.  And every now and again the author adds a significant phrase


God saw that it was good.  

Theology and economics are singing from the same hymn sheet!

So, wealth is the earth and wealth is human labour.  This is not a very surprising discovery.  But it has some very important implications. The first is about the limitations of our wealth. 

Clearly there are limitations.  First because there is only one earth. Stocks of vital commodities such as coal, iron and every other metal are limited.  Once they are gone they cannot be recreated.  But there is also a limit to the amount of pollution we can put into the air, the land and the sea. The Victorians discovered this on a small scale as urban pollution led to the spread of diseases such as typhoid and cholera.  We are perhaps the first generation to realize this on a global scale as we begin to realize the consequences of global warming.  

These are so called green issues.  But they are also Christian issues because creation is a gift from God at the beginning. But God is present in creation throughout history and at the end of time.  We have a very self-centred way of thinking about history: we think of it as being about human beings, about me and my journey with God.  Paul puts it in a very different way:

For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 








Romans 8:19-21

It is not just my journey that God sees; it is not even the journey of the human race: it is the journey of the whole of creation, earth, sun, and moon – the whole universe. The use of fossil fuels, antibiotics in animals, pesticides on the land and the dropping of litter in Thornbury are all Christian issues.

The second limitation on our wealth is that our time is given:  we all have twenty-four hours a day and seven days a week.  Our time is our wealth.  And the most important decisions we take are about how we use that time. Inevitably a great deal of our time is given to work.  In subsistence economies like Tanzania, where most people work on the land or make their own clothes and food, that relationship is very clear.  In our own economy the processes are much more complex: the use of money enables us to put a big distance between the work we actually do and the wealth we enjoy but at the heart the relationship is the same:  we use our time and skills in combination with the resources of the earth.  And all are a gift from God.

In our own time and part of the world we tend to think of work as being something we are paid for.  In most parts of the world it is not so: for most human beings work continues until they die.  And even for us in C21st century Britain, although there comes a time when we are paid a pension, work continues for we still keep our houses, clean, cook, maintain our cars or paint and decorate our homes.  But there is more to life than work.  And the most fundamental recognition of that comes again in the Book Genesis where we are told that 

On the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation.








Genesis 2:2-3

And when God gives the Israelites the commandments this is used to justify the fourth of them:


Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. … 


For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea,


and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; 


therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and consecrated it.









Exodus 20:8, 11

Herein lies the origin of what we now call the work life balance.  

But resting is not simply an imitation of God. There is a reason.  It is that there is more to life than material wealth; it is also that as Christians we put our trust in God.  Jesus said a great deal about this:


Do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, 
or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, 
and the body?








Matthew 6:31

The same principles apply in the meeting with Martha and Mary where Mary was anxious that everything should be right in a domestic, practical way.  But it was her sister who was apparently doing nothing who received Jesus’ approval.

I would like you to consider how you use the resources that God has given us. I would like to ask you to pay attention this next week to how you live, be very conscious of how you use natural resources and your time.

With regard to natural resources you might like to think about the following:

· When I go shopping how much packaging do I use?  And how much do I throw away?

· When things are broken do I throw it way and buy a new one?  Or do I get it repaired?

· Do I make sure that as much of my rubbish as possible is recycled?

· How do I travel?  By car on my own? Sharing a car? Public transport?  On foot?

And once you are aware of what you do, then ask yourself this question: am I happy with my decisions? Are these the ones that God wants of me?  It is not about inducing feeling of guilt.  It is not necessarily about changing my behaviour; some journeys need a car; some rubbish cannot be recycled. But it is about being aware of the decisions I make and reevaluating.

With regard to your own time you might like to note

· How much time I spend in paid work.

· How much time I spend in unpaid domestic work

· How much time I give to my friends.

· How much time I give to my own rest and recreation

· How much time I give to the church

· And how much time I give to God.  That is not the same as time for the church.

There is a clear principle of keeping the Sabbath day - which many would interpret as meaning that we are here at the Parish Mass every Sunday.  But beyond that there are few clear-cut rules.  But I would invite you to consider how the way you live fits in with the principles set out by Jesus and the biblical writers.  Is the way you use your time pleasing to God? Or would you like to make some changes?

The Old Testament writers were always very clear that everything we have comes from God, It became doubly clear after the Israelites had been rescued from slavery in Egypt;  and when God gave his people the commandments he reminded them of it  - twice:


Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt,


and the Lord your God redeemed you.







Deuteronomy 15:15 and 28:18
We were never slaves in Egypt in any literal sense. But we were slaves to sin.  And we have been set free by the death and resurrection of Christ. And it is in that knowledge that we live.


Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 


through our Lord Jesus Christ.









1 Cor 15:56 
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